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Title: Crafting a Comprehensive Position Statement for UK 
Family Courts: A Step-by-Step Guide with Examples   

  Introduction:   

 A position statement is a crucial document in family court 
proceedings in the UK. It serves as a written account of an 
individual's stance on various issues relevant to the case. This 
guide provides a step-by-step approach to crafting a 
comprehensive position statement, supported by examples 
to illustrate effective writing.   

  1. Understand the Purpose of a Position Statement:   

  a. Definition:   

- A position statement is a written document that outlines 
your stance on key issues related to your family court case.   

  b. Objective:   

   - The primary goal is to clearly and concisely communicate 
your position to the court, helping the judge understand your 
perspective on matters such as child custody, financial 
arrangements, or other relevant issues.   
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2. Identify Key Issues:   

  a. List Relevant Topics:   

- Identify the key issues relevant to your case, such as child 
arrangements, financial matters, or any specific concerns.   

- Example: In a divorce case, key issues may include child 
custody, visitation rights, and financial support.   

  b. Prioritize Issues:   

   - Prioritize the issues based on their importance and impact 
on the overall case.   

   - Example: Child custody arrangements might take 
precedence over specific financial details.   

  3. Address Legal Principles:   

  a. Research Legal Principles:   

- Understand the legal principles applicable to your case, 
ensuring that your position aligns with relevant laws and 
precedents.   

- Example: If seeking custody, familiarize yourself with the 
Children Act 1989 and relevant case law on the best 
interests of the child.   
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b. Incorporate Legal Language:   

- Use clear and concise legal language to articulate your 
position in a manner that aligns with legal principles.   

- Example: "Pursuant to Section 8 of the Children Act 1989, 
my position is centered on promoting and safeguarding the 
best interests of the child."   

  4. Provide a Brief Case Background:   

  a. Introduction:   

   - Start with a brief introduction that outlines the 
background of the case.   

   - Example: "I am the [applicant/respondent], and this 
position statement is submitted in relation to [brief 
description of the case]."   

  b. Contextualize the Issues:   

   - Provide context for the issues you will address in the 
statement.   

   - Example: "The following sections detail my position on key 
matters, including child custody and financial arrangements, 
in light of the circumstances outlined in the case."   
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5. Child Arrangements:   

  a. Express Your Wishes:   

- Clearly express your wishes regarding child arrangements, 
considering factors like custody, visitation, and decision-
making.   

- Example: "I am seeking sole custody of the children with 
visitation rights for the other party. My primary concern is to 
maintain a stable and nurturing environment for the 
children."   

  b. Highlight Child's Best Interests:   

   - Emphasize how your proposed arrangements align with 
the best interests of the child.   

   - Example: "My proposed custody arrangement takes into 
account the child's established routines, educational needs, 
and emotional well-being, aligning with the principles 
outlined in the Children Act."   

  6. Financial Matters:   

  a. Disclose Financial Information:   

- Disclose relevant financial information and express your 
position on matters such as spousal maintenance, child 
support, and division of assets.   
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- Example: "I propose a fair division of assets and reasonable 
child support based on our financial circumstances. I am 
open to mediation to reach a mutually agreeable financial 
settlement."   

  b. Refer to Legal Guidelines:   

   - Refer to legal guidelines and precedents when articulating 
your financial position.   

   - Example: "My financial proposal adheres to the principles 
established in case law, ensuring a fair and equitable 
distribution of assets in line with our respective 
contributions."   

  7. Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR):   

  a. Express Willingness to Engage:   

- Express your willingness to engage in alternative dispute 
resolution methods, such as mediation or collaborative law.   

- Example: "I am open to engaging in mediation to resolve 
any outstanding issues amicably and to explore alternative 
dispute resolution methods to avoid protracted litigation."   

  b. Highlight Cooperation:   

- Emphasize your commitment to a cooperative approach, 
showcasing your readiness to work towards mutually 
acceptable solutions.   
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- Example: "I believe that a cooperative approach will not 
only expedite the resolution of our issues but also foster a 
healthier post-divorce relationship for the benefit of all 
parties involved."   

  8. Conclusion:   

  a. Summarize Key Points:   

- Conclude the position statement by summarizing the key 
points and reiterating your overall position.   

- Example: "In conclusion, my position is firmly grounded in 
legal principles, prioritizing the best interests of the child and 
proposing fair and reasonable financial arrangements. I am 
committed to engaging in alternative dispute resolution to 
achieve a swift and amicable resolution."   

  b. Thank the Court:   

- Express gratitude to the court for considering your position 
and emphasize your commitment to the legal process.   

- Example: "I appreciate the court's attention to this matter 
and trust that my position statement provides clarity on my 
stance. I look forward to the court's guidance in achieving a 
just and equitable resolution."   

   

Conclusion: Empowering Your Legal Position through Clarity 
and Persuasion:   
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  Crafting a comprehensive position statement is a pivotal 
step in presenting your case effectively in UK family courts. 
By addressing key issues, incorporating legal principles, and 
maintaining a clear and persuasive writing style, you can 
empower your legal position and contribute to a more 
streamlined and informed court process. Remember, the 
goal is to provide the court with a thorough understanding of 
your stance, facilitating a fair and just resolution to the family 
matters at hand.   

 

tel:+443000300363
tel:+443000300110

